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business of their lives to negotiate marriages.
Both men and women of this description are of
course ingeniously expert in the art of talking,
and able to put the best colouring on the affair
they   undertake; they   occupy   every  day  of
their lives in roving about from house to house,
and, as they have always something entertaining
to say, they generally gain easy admittance;
they make themselves acquainted with the do-
mestic affairs of one family in order to convey
them to another, and so continue in their line of
gossiping, until the economy of every person's
house is familiar to all.    The female gossip in
her researches in zeenahnahs, finds out all the
expectations a mother entertains for her mar-
riageable sons or daughters, and details what-
ever she learns in such or such a zeenahnah,
as   likely to   meet  the  views of her present
hostess.    Every one knows the object of these
visits, and if they have any secret that the world
may not participate in, there is due caution
observed that it may not transpire before this
Mrs. Gad-about.

When intelligence is brought, by means of
such agency, to the mother of a son who hap-